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Necker's keeper of the seals, Barentin. He had spoken fre-
quently in the Constituent Assembly, and had been grouped
with Robespierre and Potion as one of the leaders of the thirty
voices whom Mirabeau had so indignantly rebuked After
the close of the Constituent Assembly he had remained in
Paris, and had become an intimate of the salon of Madame
Roland. Though stout and awkward in appeal ance, he was
still a young man, possessed of very passionate feelings, and,
deserting his own wife, fell violently in love with the enthu-
siastic wife of Roland. Madame Roland lavished on Buzot all
the love her husband longed for, and he had become the king
of her salon.1 Therefore, when returned to the Convention by
the department of the Eure, he naturally took his seat on the
right among the Girondins. But his advent only served to
disunite the Girondin party, which soon split up into the two
distinct parties of 1793, the Brissotins and the Buzotins.

Buzot's influence was so great that even the greatest orator
of the Girondins, Vergniaud, deserted the standard of Brissot,
for he found there was more patriotism and genuine self-
sacrifice in the ex-Constituant than in the pamphleteer of the
" Amis des Noirs" By Buzot's side, and supporting him in
preference to Brissot, sat some other ex-Constituants who have
generally been considered members of the Girondin party.
Notable among them was Rabaut de Saint Etienne, the Pro-
testant pastor of Nimes, whose fame had been won before the
States-General met, and who there had played an important
part. On the conclusion of the Constituent Assembly, Rabaut
had lived in Paris, quietly working on the Moniteur, but in
no way making himself conspicuous or holding any adminis-
trative office. To his surprise he was elected to the Conven-
tion by the department of Aube, in which he did not know a
single person, and where there were no Protestants. He was
simply elected because of his great services in the Constituent
Assembly to the cause of liberty of conscience. With them
also sat the ex-Constituant Potion, who was very much dis-
gusted that the services of the virtuous mayor of Paris should
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